
PUBLIC HEARING ON RTD 2009 ANNUAL REPORT TO 
DRCOG ON FASTRACKS 
The DRCOG Board held a public hearing on the Regional Transportation District’s (RTD) 
2009 Annual Report to DRCOG on FasTracks, which identifies changes to the FasTracks 
program that have occurred since RTD’s 2008 annual report. State statute charges 
DRCOG with approving the specific technology and financing for a regional fixed-
guideway mass transit system. The DRCOG Board conditioned its original approval of 
FasTracks in 2004 by requiring an annual review since most corridors had not yet com-
pleted environmental processes and change was inevitable. RTD initiates the review by 
submitting the annual report, clearly identifying changes to the FasTracks program. The 
most recent FasTracks annual review, the 2008 Annual FasTracks Review and Determina-
tion Report, was accepted by the DRCOG Board in August 2009. 

DRCOG is now preparing a review and determination report, which will be considered 
at the August Board meeting. Questions may be directed to Steve Cook at 303-480-6749 
or scook@drcog.org.

SITE APPLICATION COMMENTS
The Board approved comments for the Water Quality Control Division of the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment recommending approval of the applica-
tion for the Town of Morrison/Mount Carbon Metro District wastewater treatment plant 
replacement. As part of state and federal regional waste treatment planning require-
ments, DRCOG reviews and provides comments on waste treatment facilities through-
out the region. The reviews focus on planning area boundaries, facility service areas and 
facility location, sizing and timing. 

SELECTION AND RETENTION OF BOARD OFFICERS 
The Board adopted a formal Nominating Committee description and revised the orga-
nization’s Articles of Association to incorporate the recommendations on selection and 
retention of Board officers developed by a discussion group. Board members discussed 
the topic at their workshop earlier this year and the discussion group built on the ideas 
by developing recommendations. The recommendations included writing a formal 
description for the organization’s Nominating Committee providing greater direction 
to the Nomination Committee. Other actions change the committee membership from 
five to six, call for Board members interested in leadership positions to submit written 
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statements to the Nominating Committee, and state that Board members should have substantive experience 
with DRCOG.  In addition, the Board agreed with a recommendation stipulating that the officer holding the 
position of vice chair in the preceding year automatically becomes the chair. 

QUICK IMPLEMENTATION PROJECTS FUNDED 
Board members selected 21 quick implementation projects to receive nearly $57 million of 2010/2011 federal 
transportation funds. DRCOG put out a call for projects and eligible projects were the subject of a public 
comment period. The list includes the US-36 HOT lane TIFIA challenge project to which the Board had com-
mitted $25 million in principle, subject to several conditions. Other large projects included the I-225/Colfax 
Avenue interchange reconstruction, the Pecos grade separation, South Broadway reconstruction, Denver 
Union Station, and the Highline Canal Trail at Iliff Avenue underpass, among others. A total of 29 projects 
were submitted requesting more than $60 million in funding.  

POLICY ON TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 
PREPARATION, PROCEDURES
The Board adopted the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Preparation Policy, which serves as the 
rules for all items relating to the TIP, including how the TIP will be developed, how DRCOG will select proj-
ects, how amendments will be processed, etc. A TIP Policy Work Group reviewed and recommended policy 
changes to the document, especially those dealing with sustainability-related topics. 

REGIONAL ROADWAY SYSTEM APPROVED FOR THE 2035 METRO 
VISION REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
The Board approved the revised 2035 Regional Roadway System for the 2035 Metro Vision Regional Trans-
portation Plan (RTP). The networks included in the regional system are being prepared for air quality model-
ing associated with the Fiscally Constrained 2035 RTP. DRCOG begins the process of conducting air quality 
conformity modeling and testing for the updated fiscally constrained plan by modeling both land use and 
travel demand. The networks must include the applicable roadway classifications. Roadways designed as 
principal arterials and above are potentially eligible for TIP funding of operational and reconstruction proj-
ects. This month, the Board took the first step in the process by defining the roadway and transit system net-
works, including any planned regionally significant improvements with a reasonable expectation of comple-
tion by 2035. Funding from fiscal year 2012 through fiscal year 2035 is the basis for project inclusion. 

DRCOG ENDORSEMENT OF GRANT APPLICATIONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH FEDERAL PARTNERSHIP 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have formed a Partnership for Sustainable Communities, an innova-
tive interagency collaboration to provide more sustainable housing and transportation choices for families. 
The effort, which lays the foundation for a 21st century economy, is governed by a set of six livability princi-
ples. In May, the DRCOG Board adopted a resolution affirming its support of the partnership and agreeing to 
integrate the livability principles into ongoing and future Metro Vision discussions. Several funding oppor-
tunities have emerged from the Partnership and the Board adopted criteria for endorsing planning grant 
applications associated with the federal partnership.
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MEMBER SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL APPLICATION TO SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITIES REGIONAL PLANNING GRANT PROGRAM 
Related to the Partnership for Sustainable Communities, the Board gave its approval to an effort to seek 
local government support for the region’s application to the planning grant program. DRCOG is pursuing 
approval of a resolution of support through member governments’ commissions and councils. A sample 
resolution is available; please contact Simon Montagu at 303 480-6763 or smontagu@drcog.org.  

DENVER UNION STATION PROJECT AUTHORITY 
Elbra Wedgeworth, president of the Denver Union Station Project Authority (DUSPA) Board, made a presen-
tation to the Board on recent funding and construction activities at Denver Union Station.  DRCOG Executive 
Director Jennifer Schaufele serves on the DUSPA Board.
 
KAPLAN UNIVERSITY TUITION DISCOUNTS 
The Board had a presentation from Curtis Lenardson of Kaplan University on tuition discounts available to 
DRCOG member government employees and their families, as well as DRCOG staff.  

DRCOG ORIENTATION PLANNED AUG. 26
A DRCOG orientation is set for 4 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 26. The session is designed to give an overview of 
DRCOG’s responsibilities, activities and programs. All Board members and alternates, local elected officials, 
local government staff members and others are welcome to attend the session, which will be held at DRCOG. 
Please call Connie Garcia at 303-480-6701 or email cgarcia@drcog.org for more information. 




